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Cast & Creative Team Announced for The Green Line
at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre

August 12, 2025 (Toronto, ON): Award-winning Canadian play The Green Line by Makram
Ayache opens the 47th season at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre this September in
partnership with In Arms Theatre, the MENA Collective and Factory Theatre.

The Toronto Premiere of The Green Line features an entirely Arab cast, all in their Buddies
in Bad Times and Factory Theatre debuts: Waseem Alzer, Oshen Aoun, Basma Baydoun,
and Zaynna Khalife.

Set and costume design is by Anahita Dehbonehie, lighting design is by Jareth Li with
associate Kit Norman, and sound design is by Chris Pereira and Heidi Chan, with stage
management by Laura Baxter.

A poetic, heartbreaking story of intergenerational queer history in Lebanon, The Green Line
weaves together civil war Beirut with a contemporary nightclub, following one family’s
journey to discover their past. The play was recently named as a finalist for the 2025
Lambda Literary Awards. It was also a finalist for the 2024 Governor General’s Literary
Award, and Winner of the Betty Mitchell Award for Outstanding New Play in 2022.

“It's an honour to offer this story at a time when Arab voices are so acutely being erased and
mischaracterized within the superstructures of media and politics. Working with a full Arab
team on a bilingual production is the kind of thing | only dreamed | could achieve with this
story. We started exploring The Green Line in the 2019 Rhubarb Festival at Buddies, and
now, to bring it back as its director, helming my own company, and with the support of
Buddies and Factory Theatre, feels like the perfect offering for its Toronto premiere.”

— Makram Ayache, Playwright & Director, The Green Line

Season tickets for The Green Line are on sale now.
Visit BuddiesInBadTimes.com to learn more.

The Green Line

Written & Directed by Makram Ayache

Translation by Hiba Sleiman

Toronto Premiere

September 19 — October 4, 2025 | Opens September 25

A bilingual production in English and Arabic, with subtitles at every performance.
Produced by In Arms Theatre Company + the MENA Collective in association with
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre and Factory Theatre.


https://buddiesinbadtimes.com/show/the-green-line/

Memory is a funny thing, so quiet if left undisturbed.

Two love stories twist together in two Beiruts riven by time and conflict. In 1978, two women
share spit on the ends of cigarettes and yearn for tenderness under the tumult of war. In
2018, a foreigner and a local flirt over vodka sodas as their contradictions collect like
condensation on the sides of their glasses.

Poetic realism braids past and present into the green line of vegetation that bisected the
concrete of Lebanon’s capital during the civil war. The Green Line unearths queer history
that has always been there, whether our ancestors wanted it to be inherited or erased.

The 2025 — 26 season at Buddies features work from some of Canada’s most imaginative
playwrights and artists, including world premiere productions from Bilal Baig, Jill Connell,
and Susanna Fournier, critically-acclaimed work from Makram Ayache and Gabriel
Dharmoo, new performance art from xLq, and the 47th annual Rhubarb!—Canada’s
longest-running, genre-bending live arts festival. Explore the full season here.

Buddies in Bad Times Theatre | buddiesinbadtimes.com | @buddiesto

Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 46 years,
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world
leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions,
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979,
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for
the stage. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season Sponsor.

In Arms Theatre Company is a creative studio for art born from rupture. Dedicated to bold, heart-led
theatre that centres the margins, holds space for care, and imagines spiritual and political
transformation through resistance.

Factory Theatre’s mission is to enthrall audiences with the imagination of Canadian playwrights and
develop the next generation of diverse theatre artists. Since its founding in 1970, Factory has
committed to exclusively produce Canadian plays. Factory has made it an artistic priority to invest in,
and showcase Canadian artists who bring their stories to our theatre in Toronto. This has made
Factory the home of the Canadian playwright and for over five decades, developing and producing
some of the finest theatrical works in our national canon and giving space to some of the most gifted
and prolific playwrights in Canada.
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