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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre presents ​

xLq’s Nuit Blanche: WISHING WELL on October 4 
 
September 4, 2025 (Toronto, ON): ted witzel, artistic director, Buddies in Bad Times, today 
announced details for this year’s free Nuit Blanche activation happening throughout 12 
Alexander St. on October 4. 
 
“I’m so stoked to have xLq back to throw another epic art party for Nuit Blanche,” said witzel.  
“They bring an unparalleled sense of camp, play, and all round sexiness to their work, 
blurring the boundaries between party and performance art. Last year their graffiti party 
transformed the basement of the building, and this year we’re giving them an even bigger 
playground to create an immersive experience throughout our building.” 
 
xLq is STARLIGHT and Maddie Bautista, a Toronto-based POP ART performance duo 
based in Toronto: party makers, cabaret hosts, experimental live art innovators and creators 
of interactive theatrical playgrounds. Also on the xLq team for Nuit Blanche is 
producer/director Elizabeth Staples and lighting designer Stella Conway. 
 
Nuit Blanche, Toronto’s free all-night celebration of contemporary art transforms public 
spaces into extraordinary landscapes from 7 p.m. on October 4 to 7 a.m. on October 5. 
 
The 2025 theme, Translating the City, invites artists, curators and audiences to consider how 
cities can be reimagined, communicated and felt through art.  

Nuit Blanche: WISHING WELL​
October 4, 2025 ​
A special edition xLq party ​
In partnership with the City of Toronto 

Performances by xLq and special guests, with rotating DJs including DJ DUCK DADDY, 
Kai, grrlcrrsh, Zellers, Jaw Jones, Aeryn Pfaff, and Marnigurl. 
 
Welcome to the ALPHABET SOUP! Which letter are you?  
 
Iconic pop art performance duo xLq is back for the second year of Nuit Blanche at Buddies, 
taking over Tallulah’s Cabaret for an eccentric, chaos-forward, outrageously playful dance 
party inside an installation of letters. 
 
Buddies will be covered in letters: find them, unscramble them, spell a word, meet a new 
friend or lover.  

 



 

No matter which language you speak or which alphabet you use, we need you here. We’ll 
have queer techno/house DJs playing all night, performers stirring the pot, and actual soup 
to eat!  
 
Access to Nuit Blanche: WISHING WELL is free. 
Visit BuddiesInBadTimes.com to learn more. 
 
The 2025 – 26 season at Buddies features work from some of Canada’s most imaginative 
playwrights and artists, including world premiere productions from Bilal Baig, Jill Connell, 
and Susanna Fournier, critically-acclaimed work from Makram Ayache and Gabriel 
Dharmoo, and the 47th annual Rhubarb!—Canada’s longest-running, genre-bending live 
arts festival. Explore the full season here. 
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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre | buddiesinbadtimes.com | @buddiesto 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 46 years, 
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world 
leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre 
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions, 
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979, 
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for 
the stage. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season Sponsor. 
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Media Contact: Katie Saunoris | KSPR katiesaunoris@gmail.com 
Nuit Blanche Media Kit 
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