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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre Announces Queer Pride 2025

May 8, 2025 (Toronto, ON): Buddies in Bad Times Artistic Director ted witzel today
announced Pride Month programming, with over 20 shows, concerts, events, and parties
taking place throughout the Buddies space at 12 Alexander St., all June long.

“Pride is the time to get freak4freak, dye your hair, shave your head, march, party, dance,
and rebel,” says witzel. “It's when we remember our histories to invent our futures. It's a time
to find your crowd or get lost in someone else’s, it’s for reflection, liberation, celebration,
fornication. This Pride at Buddies is a showcase of queer (sub)culture at its best and we
can’t wait to throw the messiest dance parties in the village.”

New and notable this year:

e Buddies will host The Toronto Kiki Ballroom Alliance as they present the People’s
Choice Awards Kiki Ball, on June 14. A party that gives the PEOPLE the power to
vote for who they feel ran the show this year! Who needs status when you’re the
people’s favourite? “Blended Families” is the TKBA's annual function where houses
come together to make “SUPERHOUSES” that compete for prizes and glory.

If you're in a house that's not on the list, and are able to partner with another house?
BRING IT TO THE FLOOR!

e A drag pageant in partnership with Vision Drag Artists will take place on June 19,
hosted by Canada’s Drag Race: Canada vs. the World winner Lemon, with guest
judges Lucinda Miu and Tynomi Banks. Eight stunning drag artists will compete
across two categories in the first annual Pride Legacy Pageant. This collaboration
between Vision Drag and Buddies celebrates the strong history of drag in Toronto’s
Village and beyond, recognizing past, current, and future legends of the scene.
Sponsored by Absolut.

Also new this year: New Music Concerts will present the world premiere of Glimmer, a
trans-disciplinary, staged work by Thierry Tidrow; and a major West Indian Fete will take
place on June 7 presented by the Indo-Caribbean Canadian Association.

Returning favourites for Queer Pride include: the ninth-annual 2-Spirit Cabaret in
association with Native Earth Performing Arts; CRIPtonite from The Disability Collective; a
showcase from the Buddies Emerging Creators Unit; Homo Night in Canada presented
by The B-Girlz; Gay AF Comedy hosted by Robert Watson; Les Femmes Fatales with
Secret Sisters; Steers & Queers with their annual Night of a Thousand Dollys; and Honey
from New Ho Queen, capping off their year-long experimental collaboration as the first ever
party-in-residence at Buddies.



It's also the 25th edition of Pride Prom (this year’s theme: GOTHIC PINK PONY CLUB), a
popular event geared towards queer youth under the age of 21, presented by Supporting
Our Youth.

For the full schedule, visit https://buddiesinbadtimes.com/shows/pride/2025/.

Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is located at 12 Alexander St., Toronto. Tickets to Pride
events are available here and prices range from free to $50; additional taxes and box office
fees apply.

The 2025 Queer Pride Festival is supported by Government Partner Canadian Heritage, and Gold
Festival Sponsor, Ereddie.
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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 46 years,
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world
leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions,
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979,
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for
the stage. Learn more about the 2024—-25 season here. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season
Sponsor.

Tallulah’s

Like its ambisextrous namesake, Buddies’ in-house bar and performance space Tallulah’s Cabaret
does it all. It’s throbbing club nights and community tap dance lessons. High-concept drag and
low-stakes open mics. Go for pre-drinks but stay late for the post-show discourse—maybe even spark
that next collaboration. With local brews and sober options that aren’t an after-thought, Tallulah’s is
the come-as-you-are bar for old friends, new lovers, partiers, poets, and curious passerby. See you
under the chandeliers.

Tallulah’s Cabaret is open Wednesday to Sunday from 6:30 PM to midnight (or later). Check out
buddiesinbadtimes.com/events or @tallulahscabaret for the upcoming calendar.
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