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Rae Abunahla Named Nightlife Programmer at Buddies in Bad Times
+ Nightlife Programming this February

February 11, 2026 (Toronto, ON): ted witzel, artistic director, Buddies in Bad Times,
today announced the appointment of Toronto-based DJ, Event Producer, and Gay
Rights party founder Rae Abunahla as the company’s new Nightlife Programmer. Visit
BuddiesinBadTimes.com and follow @Buddies.Nightlife on Instagram to learn more.

For 47 years, Buddies in Bad Times has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s
theatre and party scene and has been a world leader in amplifying queer voices and
developing their stories. Under the direction of witzel, Buddies operates a year-round theatre
season, as well as a venue-wide nightlife program with its own in-house bar. Abunahla’s first
move as Nightlife Programmer was to hold Queer Court: an invited session with the queer
promoters shaping the city’s nightlife scene, to gather feedback, hear their needs, and
generate input toward our programming vision. Buddies will launch a new slate of late-night
programming in March, including a new weekly Friday night party creative-directed by
Abunahla, a curated series of Saturday night parties, and evening events throughout the
year. Rae will also work with AD ted witzel to program Buddies’ annual Queer Pride Festival
in June, with programming announced in April.

Said Rae Abunahla: “Buddies has a long history as an iconic institution for queer,
alternative nightlife. So, I’'m grateful and excited to take on this new role, with a mission to
make the largest dance floor in the Village a vibrant, welcoming, and inviting space for queer
club and rave culture.”

Added ted witzel: “From my first meeting with Rae, | was impressed by his passion for
bringing high-quality queer nightlife back to the Village. Through his work on Gay Rights,
he’s broken into Toronto’s queer nightlife scene with his undeniable taste and energetic
vision (sassy marketing instincts don’t hurt either), and he’s quickly established himself as a
leader in the sector. I'd been looking for a partner-in-crime to bring the same rigour and
audacity that defines Buddies’ theatre offerings to our nightlife scene, and Rae quickly
became the obvious choice.

“‘Buddies has long been an innovator in the arts sector with its unique blended business
model, sustaining world-class contemporary performance offerings and iconic venue with a
social-enterprise nightlife business. I’'m convinced that the success of Buddies’ nightlife
hinges on the same things that we stake our artistic reputation on: curated experiences,
quality programming, and an integrity of experience. Rae’s vision centres on impeccable


http://buddiesinbadtimes.com
https://www.instagram.com/buddies.nightlife/

energy, music, artists, and access and community care—exactly what we need more of here
in the Village.”

There are three major, full-venue parties at Buddies happening this long weekend.
Rae’s full slate of programming will launch in March:

GAY RIGHTS VOLUME 10

Friday, February 13, 10 PM to late

The rumours are true: Gay Rights makes their return to the village—and their Buddies
debut—for a very special occasion: a first anniversary party! The party includes a rave room,
and a global club room for the divas who love their dancehall, soca, reggaeton, and ballroom
beats... because everyone deserves space on the village dance floor. Online tickets are sold
out, limited tickets will be available at the door. Learn more here.

HITCHED

Saturday, February 14, 9 PM to late

This Valentine’s Day, Something and Two of Hearts Chapel are teaming up to marry queer
couples at Buddies in Bad Times for a Big Gay Wedding! Ticket holders can expect go-go
dancers, live music by ‘60s nostalgia band Sextéte, and vendors hawking Valentine’s goods
like chocolate and vibrators. Later in the evening, we’ll celebrate the marriage of queer
couples from across Canada. Formalwear is required! Learn more here.

RIDE

Sunday, February 15, 10PM to late

Buddies’ Party-in-Residence New Ho Queen is saddling up for RIDE, a queer Lunar New
Year celebration honouring the Year of the Horse. Join us for a night of cowboy-inspired
kawaii and unbridled passion.

You’re Wanted. It’s the Year of the Fire Horse and the saloon doors are open. From red
envelopes to rhinestones, we’'re ringing in the new year together and our outlaw ancestors
are watching, so come in your best Asian cowboy drag. Get Lucky! Prosperity looks good on
you, partner. Learn more here.

About Buddies in Bad Times Theatre | buddiesinbadtimes.com | @buddiesto

Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 47 years,
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world
leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions,
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979,
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for
the stage. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season Sponsor.
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