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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre & Native Earth Performing Arts Announce ​
the Cast & Creative Team of THERE IS VIOLENCE AND THERE IS RIGHTEOUS 

VIOLENCE AND THERE IS DEATH OR, THE BORN-AGAIN CROW 

 
January 28, 2025 (Toronto, ON): Buddies in Bad Times Artistic Director ted witzel and 
Native Earth Performing Arts Artistic Director Joelle Peters (Anishinaabekwe) today shared 
a cast and creative team update for their highly anticipated March co-production of There is 
Violence and There is Righteous Violence and There is Death or, The Born-Again 
Crow, by Métis artist Caleigh Crow. Winner of the 2024 Governor General’s Literary Award 
for Drama, The Born-Again Crow blends humour, rage and imagination into a well-crafted 
story of resistance, turning postcapitalism ennui on its head with a righteous fury.  
 
The Toronto premiere of The Born-Again Crow will be directed by Jessica Carmichael 
(mixed non-status Abénaki/Euro), and feature Tara Sky (Haisla/Settler), Cheri Maracle 
(Mohawk/Irish), Dan Mousseau, and Madison Walsh.  
 
After Beth’s righteous “public breakdown” gets her fired from the grocery store, she takes 
refuge at her mother’s house, where a talking Crow shows her how to take back her power. 
The Born-Again Crow is a humorous and mystical play about how society treats the 
marginalized, people living with mental health issues, and anyone struggling to make ends 
meet. 
 
The play will feature set design by Shannon Lea Doyle, costume design by Asa Benally 
(Navajo/Cherokee), sound design by Chris Ross-Ewart, and lighting design by Hailey 
Verbonac (Métis). 

“I’m so excited to have The Born-Again Crow at Buddies and applaud ted and Joelle’s 
inspired choice to approach Jessica Carmichael to direct,” says Caleigh Crow. “It is the first 
time the work is being produced outside of my own company and the Toronto premiere is an 
opportunity I don’t take lightly. I know my work is in very capable hands, and I appreciate 
Jessica’s thoughtful and relational approach to building this cast and creative team. I can’t 
wait to see this team take flight!” 

The Born-Again Crow, a Buddies in Bad Times and Native Earth Performing Arts 
co-production, runs from March 9 to 29 at Buddies in Bad Times Theatre (12 
Alexander St.). Opening night is March 13 at 7:30 PM. Tickets are available here and 
prices range from $13–$78; additional taxes and box office fees apply. 
 
The Born-Again Crow is generously supported by the Fabio Mascarin Foundation. ​
Additional artist and mentorship support is generously provided by the Kingfisher 
Foundation.  
 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre | buddiesinbadtimes.com | @buddiesto 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 46 years, 
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world 

 

https://www.showpass.com/there-is-violence/
https://buddiesinbadtimes.com/


 

leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre 
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions, 
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979, 
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for 
the stage. Learn more about the 2024–25 season here. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season 
Sponsor. 
 
Native Earth Performing Arts | nativeearth.ca | @nativeearthperformingarts 
Native Earth Performing Arts is Canada’s oldest professional Indigenous theatre company. Currently 
in our 42nd Season, we are dedicated to creating, developing and producing professional artistic 
expressions of the Indigenous experience in Canada.   
 
Tallulah’s 
Like its ambisextrous namesake, Buddies’ in-house bar and performance space Tallulah’s Cabaret 
does it all. It’s throbbing club nights and community tap dance lessons. High-concept drag and 
low-stakes open mics. Go for pre-drinks but stay late for the post-show discourse—maybe even spark 
that next collaboration. With local brews and sober options that aren’t an after-thought, Tallulah’s is 
the come-as-you-are bar for old friends, new lovers, partiers, poets, and curious passerby. See you 
under the chandeliers. 
 
Tallulah’s Cabaret is open Wednesday to Sunday from 6:30 PM to midnight (or later). Check out 
buddiesinbadtimes.com/events or @tallulahscabaret for the upcoming calendar. 
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