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Buddies in Bad Times Theatre Announces Updated Program for GENREFUCK. 
 
April 16, 2025 (Toronto, ON): Buddies in Bad Times Artistic Director ted witzel today shared 
a program update for Genrefuck., the company’s May showcase of two innovative, Canadian 
solo shows running together from May 21 to 31.  
 
The world premiere of Augusto Bitter’s Reina envisions the many lives of the anonymous 
woman depicted on a bag of Harina P.A.N. corn flour. A movement-centric hybrid between 
theatre, dance, and performance art that resists categorization, it invokes and celebrates 
personal femininity through a collection of poems, sculptures, and choreographies in 
conversation with music by Y Josephine.  
 
A new work developed at Buddies, Julie Phan’s Never Walk Alone uses pole dance to 
navigate alienation, projection, and inertia within different relational spheres. It's a 
heartwarming Christmas tale in the only way Julie Phan knows how. It's Christmas Eve, and 
Honey is starting her shift at the strip club when her long-estranged mother calls. Can she 
hold on tight enough to avoid spinning into the depths of memory and grief? 
 
“This is a can’t-miss double bill of pieces from two of our most audacious artists, 
experimenting with gender and genre in a way that only happens at Buddies,” says witzel. 
“We’re thrilled to wrap up our 24/25 mainstage season with two shows that are not only 
breaking open form and performance style, but also that we believe have strong potential to 
represent both Buddies and Toronto’s remarkable, queer work on a national and 
international level.” 
 
Reina is created and written by Augusto Bitter (choreographer, director, scenic designer), 
with Jaime Lujan (performer), Claren Grosz - Outside Eye (producer), Shawn Henry 
(lighting design); Y Josephine (composition), Miquelon Rodriguez (sound design), and 
Taylor Young (stage management). 
 
Never Walk Alone is created, produced, and costume styled by Julie Phan, with Tawiah 
M’Carthy (director), Paul Flicker (producer), Matt McGeachy (dramaturg), Miquelon 
Rodriguez (sound design & assistant director), Jawon Kang (set design), video design by 
VideoCompany (George Allister and Patrick Boivin), Shawn Henry (lighting design), 
Annasofie Jakobsen (production management), Anthony Allan (technical director), and 
Carley Melvin (set assistant), with Marketing Team Alex Chung, Felice Trinidad and 
Madeline Fiore, and pole dance coaches Isabelle Le and Anaëlle Sauvet. 
 
Reina and Never Walk Alone open on May 21, running until May 31 at Buddies in Bad 
Times Theatre (12 Alexander St.).Tickets are available here and prices range from 
$20–$30; additional taxes and box office fees apply. 
 
Originally announced as part of Genrefuck., the production Bijuriya by Gabriel Dharmoo has 
been postponed, with new dates to be announced.  

 

http://yjosephine.com/
https://buddiesinbadtimes.com/show/genrefuck/


 

 
Genrefuck. is supported by the K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation. 
 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre | buddiesinbadtimes.com | @buddiesto 
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre is the world’s largest and longest-running queer theatre. For 46 years, 
Buddies has carved out a sexy, disobedient edge in Toronto’s theatre scene and has been a world 
leader in amplifying queer voices and developing their stories for the stage. In its year-round theatre 
season, Buddies is a home for artistic risk—a place where emerging talent hone their radical visions, 
and where established artists to do the daring works other theatres might shy away from. Since 1979, 
Buddies has welcomed over one million audience members and premiered over 1,000 new works for 
the stage. Learn more about the 2024–25 season here. BMO is Buddies in Bad Times’ Lead Season 
Sponsor. 
 
 
Tallulah’s 
Like its ambisextrous namesake, Buddies’ in-house bar and performance space Tallulah’s Cabaret 
does it all. It’s throbbing club nights and community tap dance lessons. High-concept drag and 
low-stakes open mics. Go for pre-drinks but stay late for the post-show discourse—maybe even spark 
that next collaboration. With local brews and sober options that aren’t an after-thought, Tallulah’s is 
the come-as-you-are bar for old friends, new lovers, partiers, poets, and curious passerby. See you 
under the chandeliers. 
 
Tallulah’s Cabaret is open Wednesday to Sunday from 6:30 PM to midnight (or later). Check out 
buddiesinbadtimes.com/events or @tallulahscabaret for the upcoming calendar. 
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