Understanding Racism - Reading Group

Summer 2020
Buddies in Bad Times Theatre

Schedule
Monday-Thursday, 4-5PM: Reading together
Friday, 1-2PM: Discussion day

Week One (July 6-10): Towards a Foundation of Understanding Racism + Inclusion

Monday
® Introducing Racism - Notes Towards an Anti-Racist Feminism. Himani Banneriji (article,

1987).
e Canadian culture institutions have silenced Black voices for years. Can we write a new

chapter?. Amanda Parris (article, 2020).

Tuesday
e What Does Anti-Racist Theatre Look Like?. Stagecraft (podcast, 2020).

Wednesday
Note: Read the article for context before listening to the album.

® Solange, the Polymathic Cultural Force. Ayana Mathis (article, 2018).
e A Seat at the Table. Solange (album, 2016).

Thursday
® The Uses of Anger: Women Responding to Racism. Audre Lorde (essay, 1981).

Week Two (July 13-17): On Institutions and White Supremacy

Monday
e White Women doing White Supremacy in Non-Profit Culture. Heather Laine Tailey

(article, 2019).
® The End of White Innocence in Minor Feelings.Cathy Park Hong (essay in a book, 2020)

Tuesday
® The Skin We’re In. dir. Charles Officer (documentary, 2017).



https://www.cbc.ca/arts/canadian-cultural-institutions-have-silenced-black-voices-for-years-can-we-write-a-new-chapter-1.5600064
https://www.cbc.ca/arts/canadian-cultural-institutions-have-silenced-black-voices-for-years-can-we-write-a-new-chapter-1.5600064
https://cms.megaphone.fm/channel/stagecraft?selected=BPNET8062396388
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/15/t-magazine/solange-interview.html
https://open.spotify.com/album/3Yko2SxDk4hc6fncIBQlcM
http://blogs.ubc.ca/hopeprinceengl470a/files/2016/10/audre-lorde.pdf
https://www.wokeatwork.org/post/white-women-doing-white-supremacy-in-nonprofit-culture
https://gem.cbc.ca/media/firsthand/season-2/episode-14/38e815a-00be178daef

Wednesday
e White Friend. Sarah Ahmed (blog post, 2019).

Thursday
® Baited: Interview with Caroline Calloway (Parts One, Two, Three). Ziwe (IG Live

interview, 2020).

Week Three (July 20-24): Indigeneity and Decolonization

Monday

® Toronto Purchase Specific Claim: Arriving at an Agreement. Mississaugas of the Credit
First Nation (booklet, n.d.).

e A New Kind of Land Acknowledgement in Canadian Art. Candice Hopkins, Ange Loft,
Lindsay Nixon and llana Shamoon (magazine article, 2019).

® Decolonizing Theatre: an Introduction on Howlround. Annalisa Dias and Madeline Sayet
(blog post, 2018).

Tuesday

® The Survivors Speak: A Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.

(report, 2015). Aussi disponible en francais.

Wednesday

e How Jeremy Dutcher Keeps His Ancestors’ Language Alive. Sarah Macdonald (article,
2018)
e Wolastoqiyik Lintuwakonawa. Jeremy Dutcher (album, 2018).

Thursday

e Plight, Big Water in This Accident of Being Lost. Leanne Simpson (stories in a book,
2017).
e jiibay or aandizooke from Islands of Decolonial Love. Leanne Simpson & A Tribe Called

Red (poetry set to music, 2013).
e Excerpts from This Wound is a World. Billy-Ray Belcourt (poetry book, 2017).



https://feministkilljoys.com/2019/05/31/white-friend/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CBrPkQmpDhH/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CBrRsguJ89S/
https://www.instagram.com/tv/CBrShqlpvel/
http://mncfn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/MNCFN-Toronto-Purchase-Specific-Claim-Arriving-at-an-Agreement.pdf
https://canadianart.ca/features/a-new-kind-of-land-acknowledgement/
https://howlround.com/decolonizing-theatrela-descolonizacion-del-teatro
http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Final%20Reports/Survivors_Speak_English_Web.pdf
http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Final%20Reports/Survivors_Speak_English_Web.pdf
http://nctr.ca/assets/reports/Final%20Reports/Survivors_Speak_English_Web.pdf
http://www.trc.ca/assets/pdf/French_Survivors_Speak_Web.pdf
https://thewalrus.ca/how-jeremy-dutcher-keeps-his-ancestors-language-alive/
https://open.spotify.com/album/568Hw1PX6K12BdqyFSBj1E
https://arpbooks.org/Books/I/Islands-of-Decolonial-Love

Week Four (July 27-31): Indigeneity and Decolonization

Monday - Wednesday
e Towards Braiding. Elwood Jimmy & Vanessa Andreotti (book, 2019).

Thursday
e Towards Braiding - Handout: For Organizations Starting This Journey.... Elwood Jimmy &

Vanessa Andreotti (worksheet, 2019).
® Towards Braiding - Mis-steps on the Path to Braiding. Elwood Jimmy & Vanessa
Andreotti (worksheet, 2019).

Week Five (August 4-7): Arts in Community

Tuesday
® How One Theater Leader Practices Anti-Racism. Stagecraft (podcast, 2020).

Wednesday
® Ballroom: the Trans Sounds of Black Freedom on ArtsEverywhere. Michael Roberson

(blog post, 2017).
® Vogue is Not For You: Deciding Who We Give Our Arts To on ArtsEverywhere. Benji Hart
(blog post, 2019).

Thursday
o Whose Community? Whose Art? The Politics of Reformulating Community Art in Critical

Perspectives on Canadian Theatre in English: Community Engaged Performance. Honor
Ford-Smith (article in book, 2011).

Week 6 (August 10-14): Contemporary Discussions in Modern Arts Institutions

Monday
® ToArts Leaders re: Take Heed. This is a Reckoning. Kim Senklip Harvey (blog post, 2020).

e Black, Indigenous and POC leader stewardship. Kim Senklip Harvey (blog post, 2020).
® NTS Letters to the Community (July 12 + 13). Lisa Karen Cox + IBPOC Artist Student
Coalition.

Tuesday
o We See You, White American Theatre - Our Demands. (2020)



https://decolonialfuturesnet.files.wordpress.com/2019/05/braiding_reader.pdf
https://decolonialfuturesnet.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/towards-braiding-handout-1.pdf
https://decolonialfuturesnet.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/towards-braiding-handout-2.pdf
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3RQgwOcvQEkJ97wWZwNYor
https://artseverywhere.ca/2017/06/16/ballroom/
https://artseverywhere.ca/2019/06/20/vogue-is-not-for-you/
https://www.kimsenklipharvey.com/post/to-arts-leaders-re-take-heed-this-is-a-reckoning
https://www.kimsenklipharvey.com/post/black-indigenous-and-poc-leader-stewardship
https://ent-nts.ca/en/fighting-systemic-racism#letters-to-the-community
https://www.weseeyouwat.com/

Wednesday
e How did the suffering of marginalized artists become so marketable? In NOW Magazine.

Vivek Shraya (article, 2019)

Thursday
e Transgressive Storytelling, or an Aesthetic of Injury: Performance, Pedagogy, and Ethics

in Canadian Theatre Research. Julie Salverson (journal article, 1999).

Friday
® Ziwe may Destroy Hamilton. Still Processing (podcast, 2020).

Week 7 (August 17-21): Crip, Care, and Models for Change

Tuesday
e (Crip Artist Magic (We who believe in freedom shall not rest) on Akimblog. Syrus Marcus

Ware (article, 2020).

® For these performers, accessibility isn't an afterthought — it's a creative opportunity on
CBC Arts. Laura Kenins (article, 2019).

® This is how we cripped it in Howlround. Debbie Patterson (article, 2020).

Wednesday
e (Creating the World’ First Relaxed Venue. British Council (article, 2020).

® Reconciliation Action Plan 2015-2017. Sydney Festival (document, 2015).

Thursday
® Reparations for Aunt Jemima. Still Processing (podcast, 2020).

Friday
e Your Work is a Product of Your Experience at 99U Conference. Christine Sun Kim

(lecture, 2018).
® | Performed at the Super-Bowl. You Might Have Missed Me for The New York Times.

Christine Sun Kim (opinion piece, 2020).



https://nowtoronto.com/culture/art-and-design/vivek-shraya-trauma-clown
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4wnfI1nvx079c7F1SQMKdy
https://akimbo.ca/akimblog/crip-artist-magic-we-who-believe-in-freedom-shall-not-rest-by-syrus-marcus-ware/
https://www.cbc.ca/arts/for-these-performers-accessibility-isn-t-an-afterthought-it-s-a-creative-opportunity-1.4990389
https://howlround.com/how-we-cripped-it
https://www.disabilityartsinternational.org/resources/battersea-arts-centre-creating-the-worlds-first-relaxed-venue/
https://issuu.com/sydneyfestival/docs/sydneyfestival_reconciliationaction
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3ttjnoZwke1rzGkBoGu349
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eqoDsQyqGpA
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/03/opinion/national-anthem-sign-language.html

Week 8 (August 24-28): Action & Activism

Tuesday
® Angela Davis Interview with Rev. Cecil Williams on Vibrations for a New People. Angela

David (TV interview, 1972)

Wednesday
e [Let’s Talk: Mutual Aid. Regan de Loggans (zine, n.d.).

® Let’s Talk: Chemical Attack Safety. Regan de Loggans (zine, n.d.).
® How to Fight Activist Burnout in Now Magazine. Syrus Marcus Ware (article, 2019).

Thursday
® |ntroduction: Low Theory in The Queer Art of Failure. Judith Jack Halberstam (book

chapter, 2011).

Friday

Today we’ll be doing a writing reflection on our experience with the reading/discussion group
so far this summer. Writing prompts to come on Friday. You don’t have to hand this in to
anyone, it’s just for you.

Week 9 (August 31 - September 4): Catch-up week

Week x (October 7 - October 9): Theatre Industrial Complex

Wednesday
The Arts Industry - what is considered art and what gets funded?

e The Great Canadian Amnesia. Zainub Verjee (article, 2018)
e Dethroning The Arts-Grant Elite. Jesse Brown talks with Jesse Wente (Podcast, 2020)

Thursday
Boards of Directors in the Arts

e Jesse Wente’s goal as new chair of the Canada Council for the Arts? To reduce the harm

it causes. Karen Fricker and Carly Maga, Jesse Wente (interview, 2020)

A Crisis of Whiteness in Canada’s Art Museums. Sean O'Neill (article, 2020)
Governance Structures For Theatres, by Theatres. Yvette Nolan (blog post, 2020)
What is a Board, and Why?. (webpage, 2020)



https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bz011IF2Pu9TVC1INTZnRVN2ZDQ/view
https://dochub.com/rloggans/jo3xELpR3ZO8yz8wJBa7nr/loggans-mutual-aid-zine-pdf?dt=Ls_myQXhz6RrrzS59DVW
https://dochub.com/rloggans/orO7lgeVLJ1vvOJRjMP2p5/chemical-safety-zine-pdf
https://nowtoronto.com/culture/theatre/activist-burnout-syrus-marcus-ware-2
http://s3.amazonaws.com/arena-attachments/1907653/5fbc5fb129e8e8aff3d6a6fe26fc2c08.pdf?1521313150
https://canadianart.ca/essays/massey-report-the-great-canadian-amnesia
https://podcasts.apple.com/ca/podcast/canadaland/id721048994?i=1000491152074&fbclid=IwAR1aiiy8rLhZhBV2LInu3-celWAssBJCG8drBgHGQhG1mdcsMJELxUJyhb0
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/2020/08/06/jesse-wentes-goal-as-new-chair-of-the-canada-council-for-the-arts-to-reduce-the-harm-it-causes.html
https://www.thestar.com/entertainment/2020/08/06/jesse-wentes-goal-as-new-chair-of-the-canada-council-for-the-arts-to-reduce-the-harm-it-causes.html
https://canadianart.ca/features/a-crisis-of-whiteness
https://massculture.ca/2020/09/governance-structures-for-theatres-by-theatres-by-yvette-nolan
https://artistproducerresource.ca/tiki-index.php?page=Board-of-Directors

Friday
e Discussion

Week x (October 28 - 30): Collective Models & Capitalism

Wednesday
e Five Elements of Collective Leadership. Cassandra O’Neill and Monica Brinkerhoff
(article, 2018)
Collective Leadership Is the Best Way to Win. Gustavo Razzetti (blog post, undated)
25 Leading Art Collectives Share Their Creative Processes, Part 1. Artspace Editorial (blog
post, 2017)
e Lyric for Strings, BBC Poms. George Walker (video, 2017)

Thursday
e On the Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs: A Work Rant. David Graeber (print, 2013)

e How a New Wave of Black Activists Changed the Conversations. Jenna Wortham (article,
2020)

e Noname Puts Music on Hold to Focus on Social Issues. Desus & Mero, Noname (video
interview, 2020)

e Room 25, Noname (album, 2018)

Friday
e Discussion


https://nonprofitquarterly.org/five-elements-collective-leadership/#:~:text=Collective%20leadership%20is%20based%20on,%2C%20accountability%2C%20and%20shared%20learning.
https://liberationist.org/collective-leadership-is-the-best-way-to-win/
https://www.artspace.com/magazine/interviews_features/book_report/how-to-collaborate-25-leading-art-collectives-share-their-creative-processes-part-1-54686
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZLLVacAT6Y
https://www.strike.coop/bullshit-jobs/?fbclid=IwAR2MR_mcTg7sChjBg7EDvLgCPoK6ace95dysQNPoFWVTy0mQs2n4G4u4Kpw
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/25/magazine/black-visions-collective.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=neTePdxtnnQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ku1Bl_yjvGg

